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Uniform Commercial Code 
BILL JONES 
Secretary of State 
State of California 
February 25, 2000 
1500 - II th STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
Voter Registration Hotline 
1-800-345-VOTE 








J NA SOUTHARD 
ELECTIONS ANALYST 
SUBJECT: INITIATIVE #890 
Pursuant to Elections Code section 336, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title and 
Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed initiative measure entitled: 
REFERENDUM PROCESS. 
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
The proponent of the above-named measure is: 
Sandi Webb 
4250 Yukon Avenue 
Simi Valley, CA 93063 










INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
CIRCULATING AND FILING SCHEDULE 
1. Minimum number of signatures required: ................................................... 670,816 
California Constitution, Article II, Section 8(b) 
2. Official Summary Date: .................................................................... Friday, 02125/00 
Elections Code section (EC§) 336 
3. Petitions Sections: 
a. First day Proponent can circulate Sections for 
signatures (EC §336) ................................................................. Friday, 02/25/00 
b. Last day Proponent can circulate and file 
with the county. All sections are to be filed at the 
same time within each county (EC §336, 9030(a)) ................. Monday, 07/24iOO 
c. Last day for county to determine total number of 
signatures affixed to petitions and to transmit total 
to the Secretary of State (EC §9030(b)) ................................ Thursday, 08/03/00 
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to 07/24/00, 
the county has eight working days from the filing of the petition to determine the 
total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to transmit the total to the 
Secretary of State) (EC §9030(b)). 
d. Secretary of State determines whether the total number 
of signatures filed with all county clerks/registrars of 
voters meets the minimum number of r~quired signatures, 
and notifies the counties (EC §9030(c)) ............................... Saturday, 08/12/0Q"" 
e. Last day for county to determine total number of qualified 
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State 
(EC §9030(d)(e)) ..................................................................... Monday, 09/25/00 
"" Date varies based on receipt of county certification. 




Circulating and Filing Schedule continued: 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who signed the petition on a date other than 08/12/00, the last 
day is no later than the thirtieth day after the county's receipt of notification). 
(EC §9030(d)(e)). 
f. If the signature count is more than 737,898 or less than 
637,275 then the Secretary of State certifies the petition as 
qualified or failed, and notifies the counties. If the signature 
count is between 637,275 and 737,898 inclusive, then the 
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the random 
sampling technique to determine the validity of all 
signatures (EC §9030(f)(g); 9031 (a)) ................................... Thursday, 10/05/00* 
g. Last day for county to determine actual number of all qualified 
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State. 
(EC §9031 (b)(c)) ..................................................................... Monday, 11/20/00 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine the number of 
qualified voters who have signed the petition on a date other than 10/05/00, the 
last day is no later than the thirtieth working day after the county's receipt of 
notification) (EC §9031 (b)(c)). 
h. SecretarY of State certifies whether the oetition has been . , 
signed by the number of qualified voters required to declare 
the petition sufficient (EC §9031 (d); 9033) ............................... Friday, 11/24/00* 
* Date varies based on receipt of county certification. 





• California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses gathered 
on initiative petitions for any purpose other than to qualify the initiative measure 
for the ballot. This means that the petitions cannot be used to create or add to 
mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, including fundraising or requests for 
support. Any such misuses constitutes a crime under California law. Elections 
Code section 18650; Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 123 Cal. App. 3d 825, 177 
Cal. Rptr. 621; 63 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 37 (1980) . 
• Please refer to Elections Code sections 100,101,104,9001, 9008, 9009, 9021, 
and 9022 for appropriate format and type consideration in printing, typing and 
otherwise preparing your initiative petition for circulation in printing, typing and 
otherwise preparing your initiative petition for circulation and signatures, Please 
send a copy of the petition after you have it printed. This copy is not for our 
review or approval, but to supplement our file. 
• Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the 
Political Reform Act of 1974. Government Code section 81000 et seq. A 
brief summary is attached for your reference. 
• When writing or calling state or county elections officials. provide the official 
title of the initiative which was prepared by the Attorney General. Use of this 
title will assist elections officials in referencing the proper file. 
• When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by 
someone other than the proponent. the required authorization shall include the 
name or names of the persons filing the petition. 
• When filing the petition with the county elections official. please provide a blank 




State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Bill Jones 
Secretary of State 
. 1500 - 11th Street, 5th Floor 
Sacramento, California 95814 
February 25, 2000 





NITIA TIVE CONSTITUTION.-\L .-\.cvIE~1)ME~T. 
SA2000RFI)OOl 
Dear .\-lr. Jones: 
In the 
of 
1300 I STREET. SUITE 125'---./ 
P.O. BOX 944255 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2550 
Public: (916) 445-9555 





FEB 2 5 2000 
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 9004 and 336 of the Elections Code, you are 
hereby notified that on this day we mailed our title and summary to the proponent of the above-
identified proposed initiative. 
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponent. a copy of our title and 
summary. a declaration of service thereof. and a copy of the proposed measure. 
A.ccording to information available in our records, the name and address of the proponent 












Date: February 25,2000 
File No: SA2000RFOOOl 
The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief 
purpose and points of the proposed measure: 
• 
REFERENDUM PROCESS. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. Changes 
. process for voter approval or rejection of new laws. Only entire law could be challenged. 
Request for petition form and $5,000 deposit would stay new law from taking effect. Reduces 
total signatures required to qualify petition for ballot from 5 to 2 percent of all votes cast for all 
candidates for Governor in preceding gubernatorial election. Extends petition deadline to 150 
days after form issued. Requires petition printable from Internet and identifies Internet site for 
information. Removes requirement that petition include challenged law. Secretary of State to 
provide running count of signatures submitted. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and 
Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments: This measure could result in 
significant costs for the state and for county governments on a statewide basis, potentially 







Jannal y 6, 2000 
4250 Yukoo Ave. 
Simi Valley 
Office of the Ananey Genetal 
Attention: DIane Calkins, initiative Coordinator 
1300 '1" StIeet 
SaClamento. CA 95214 
Dear Ms. Calkins, 
• 
SA 2.ooottFCl: x >1 -
AI'hd;-. -Jl.1tJ, 
JAN 10 2000 
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 
• 
Per our conversation pJeac;e find enclosed the revised copy of my initiative "Ca1ifomia Inteluet Petition Act." 








. AJ'C,. .... j:-N5 
F'lRST: This act shall be known and may be cited as the "California Internet Petition Act. " 
-
- ~SECOND: The people of the state of California find and declare that: 
Whereas, since 1912 the existing referendum provision in the California Constitution has vested in 
the hands of the people of California the ultimate power to approve or reject legislation; and 
Whereas, the present process is so onerous and burdensome that it has only' been successfully 
attempted twice since 1982; and 
Whereas. at the present time this power can only be exercised by well-financed special interest 
groups instead of by the population at large; and 
Whereas, the present process is fraught with legal obstacles such as the requirement to include 
many pages (sometimes running into the dozens or hundreds of pages) of text containing the entire 
contents of the statute with every single individual petition sheet. thereby making prohibitive the cost of 
printing and distributing petitions; and 
Whereas, the present process allows only 90 days to collect over 400,000 valid signatures, a 
grossly inadequate time for ordinary citizens to attempt to qualify a referendum; and 
Whereas, the present process invites legal challenges to invalidate petition fOlIns over minor 
technical flaws in their fOllllat, thus frustrating the will the voters who signed the petitions; and 
Whereas, advances in Internet technology have now made it possible to overcome the above 
limitations and enable decentralized distribution and circulation of petition fOl]l1S; and 
Whereas. a more accessible referendum process will increase the likelihood that laws which the 
Legislature passes and the Governor signs possess broad popular support; therefore be it 
Resolved that the "California Internet Petition Act" is proposed to return to the people of California 
the ability to effectively exercise the referendum power, which is theirs by right. 
I""""'THI RD: That in order to accomplish these objectives, Article II. Section 9 of the California Constitution 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
(a) The referendum is the power of the electors to approve or :-eject statutes except 
urgency statutes, statutes calling elections, and statutes providing for tax levies or appropriations for 
usual current exnenses of the State . 
• 
(b) A referendum measure may be proposed by presenting to the Secretary of State, within 00 30 days 
after the enactment date of the statute, or within 30 days following the date that this initiative becomes 
effective jor any statute which is not scheduled to take effect until January 1 oj the following year, a 
request to circulate a petition. The request to circulate a petition must be accompanied by a deposit 
in the amount of $5,000. The amounr of the deposit may be annually adjusted b:i a percentage equal 
to the change in the Consumer Price Index for the State of California. If the referendum measure 
qualifies for the ballot, the deposit shall be refunded. 
(c) Upon receipt of a request and deposit, the Secretary of State shall have the Attorney General prepare 
a fair, objective and concise title and summary of the statute. The Secretary of State shall prepare a 
petition form consisting of at least the following:' The title and summary of the statute as prepared by 
the Attorney General; a section to indicate the' county wherein the petition is being circulated and the 
signers must be registered to vote; a section for the signatures, printed names, and residence 
addresses of five registered voters, along with a statement clarifying that the petition will be valid 
r ' even if all the available spaces for signatures are not used; a section for the Declaration of 
Circulator; an address for the Secretary of State to which all petitions must be submitted; the date by 
which all petitions must be received; and a Unifomt Resource Locator (URL) indicating an Internet 
site maintained by the Secretary of State at which the text of the statute and the petition form shall be 
• 
• 
~ - ~_I' 
-
• 
available. It shall not be required that the text of the statute be included in the petition being 
, circulated. The petition fom, shall be prepared in a size and format such that it will fit on one side of 
a standard, 8-112 x 11 inch sheet of paper . 
(d) 30 days after the receipt of a request and deposit. the Secretary of State shall place the full text of the 
statute on the Internet along with the petition fon " for the requested referendum. The petition form 
shall be made available in a format or formats such that it can be easily downloaded and printed on 
one side of a single sheet of paper. It shall not be required that the petition fonn created by the 
Secretary of State be the only valid format available to circulators. 
(e) Individual petition sheets containing signatures may be submitted to the Secretary of State at any time 
during a 150 day period beginning after the Secretary of State has made the petition fOlm available 
on the Internet. It shall not be required that petitions be submitted contemporaneously. The 
Secretary of State shall keep a running count of the number of raw signatures received, and shall post 
. an updated count on the Internet within 3 business days of receipt of each petition sheet. 
ill If at the end of 150 days the Secretary of State has received petitions which are subsequently_certified 
to have been signed by electors equal in number to ~ 2 percent of the votes for all candidates for 
Governor at the last gubernatorial election, asking that the statute . be submitted to the 
electors. the Secretary of State shall then submit the measure at the :lext general election held at least 
31 days after it qualifies or at a special statewide election held prior to that general election. The 
Governor may calla special statewide election for the measure. In the case or a statute enacted by a bill 
• g ~ 
• • 
• 
subdivision (d) of Section 10 uf )d1:ide II before January 1. 
FOURTH: That in order to allow the people the opportunity to approve or reject statutes subject to the 
referendum tefore those statutes would otherwise take effect. Article IV. Section 8(c)(2) of the California 
Constitution is herebv amended to read as follows: • 
(2) A statme, other than a statute establishing or changing boundaries of any legislative, congressional, 
or other election district. enacted by a bill passed by the Legislature on or before the date the 
Legislature adjourns for a joint recess to reconvene in the second calendar year of the biennium of 
the legislative session, and in the possession of the Governor after that date, shall go into effect on 
January 1 next following the enactment date of the statute. 
• 
Notwithstanding the above, no statute for 
which a request to circulate a referendum petition has been submitted to the Secretary of State 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 9 of Article II shall take effec~ !Ultil it has been submitted to 
. . 
and approved by the electors. unless the Secretary of State has detemrined pursuant to subdivision 
(f) of Section 9 of Article II that an insufficient nllJ!lher of electors. have signed the petition. 
• • • • 
F'IFTH: The provisions of this Act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its purpose of removing 
obstacles to and facilitating the exercise of the referendum power. . 
• 
• 
